Pain, nociception and the developing infant.
The study of paediatric pain and the provision of safe but reliable analgesia for all age groups has become a central issue in paediatric anaesthesia. For the practising paediatric anaesthetist, this represents a major challenge: the developing infant is not a single discrete entity but one that changes constantly with increasing maturity of individual organs. Recent developments in both basic and clinical sciences has given valuable insights into this process, giving the clinician a firm basis to provide analgesia at all ages. This review looks at some of the most interesting recent developments in this field.